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And the influences of this violence. The

media is not the cause. We want to blame
someone, and when I say ‘‘we,’’ I mean the
human race in general. We want a quick so-
lution, but there really aren’t any. We have
been doing this for centuries. For example,
Hitler and the Jews. He blamed the Jews be-
cause he could; that’s all. And we are blam-
ing the media for these shootings because we
can and it’s a quick solution. We need to
open our eyes and we can see the warning
signs. It goes back to the individual. The
problem starts there.

And the effects of the violence. It is at
Colchester High School, and it is not just
Littleton, Colorado. It makes people wonder:
Could it happen here? Because we have had—
as Beth is going to speak about—gun threats
and bomb threats, and what’s next?

Solutions to these problems need to be
done and need to be done now. There need to
be stricter laws, harsher penalties. I don’t
care if the kid is 7 years old; he still brought
a gun to school, and he needs to be made an
example of so it doesn’t happen again. There
needs to be a town meeting or a public forum
telling the community members about these
warning signs. If parents are going to deny
they are there, the need to know.

One source that I have heard of that had an
idea is for students to pick a mentor that
they felt comfortable talking to, even if
things are good, or bad, even. But the point
is, it’s their choice, and there’s comfort, and
it solves the communication problem.
Things need to be done so that Colchester,
Vermont, doesn’t become Littleton, Colo-
rado.

Thank you.
Beth Ziner: The problem of gun and bomb

threats needs to be recognized and dealt with
in a better manner. For the threats appear-
ing at Colchester High School, the school
took the following actions. For the bomb
threats, school was canceled, lockers were
searched, metal detectors were placed in the
doors, armed police were stationed in the
halls. When the gun threat happened, height-
ened security became an issue at the school.
Everything was the same, except that the
police were unarmed. An article from the
Times Magazine states that in 1996, hand-
guns were used to murder two people in New
Zealand, 15 in Japan, 30 in Great Britain, 106
in Canada, 213 in Germany, and 9,390 in the
United States. We have a problem, and it
needs to be recognized.

The last issue I would like to present is the
option of bringing together the state of
Vermont. I feel we have had so much nega-
tivity in the past few months, something
needs to be done. Perhaps a ‘‘Celebrate Life
Week’’ in the state of Vermont, where there
are parades, sales in stores, happenings in
theaters, fireworks, and awards given out to
people who have done something good in the
community.

Thank you.
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Mr. HILLIARD. Mr. Speaker, we are a coun-
try of strong men united by great philosophies,
yet we are divided by realities that built this
country by stripping a people of their land in
order to call it our own, and by enslaving an-
other people to a lifelong labor of blood and
sweat to build our homes.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today, on the brink of a
new millennium, not to point out the immacu-
late flaws of our cherished American dream.
Rather, I rise to salute, Judge Frank M. John-
son, Jr., a man who Time Magazine in 1967
deemed ‘‘one of the most important men in
America’’ and whose life exemplifies the bib-
lical statement ‘‘to whom much is given . . .
much is required.’’

Judge Johnson is a man who dedicated
more than four decades of his life to ensuring
that no man be limited by separate facilities
that inherently violate his right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. He is an Amer-
ican icon, a legendary Federal jurist from Ala-
bama whose historic civil rights decisions for-
ever shattered segregation in a ‘‘Jim Crow’’
South.

His monumental ruling striking down the
Montgomery bus-segregation law as unconsti-
tutional created a broad mandate for racial
justice that eternally eliminated segregation in
pubic schools and colleges, bathrooms, res-
taurants and other public facilities in Alabama
and across the South.

Judge Johnson was an innovator and a cru-
sader for all mankind who will be remembered
eternally for giving true meaning to the word
justice.

Today, I rise to honor Judge Johnson for
helping to bring equality to the American
Dream. I honor him for bringing justice to an
inhumane system of law. I honor him like Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., for allowing justice and
righteousness to roll down like a mighty
stream.
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Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, all
across America, there is a growing level of
concern about a perceived culture of violence
and apathy among many of our young people.
In response, parents, teachers, students, and
political leaders have been searching for ways
to counteract these trends. I am pleased to re-
port to the House of Representatives that one
high school principal in my Congressional Dis-
trict is truly helping to provide a solution to this
problem. That principal is Bill Parsons, and the
school where he serves is Troup High School
in LaGrange, Georgia.

Several years ago, Bill Parsons was working
at West Point Elementary School in Troup
County. At the time, he came to the realization
disrespectful behavior is due, at least in part,
to a lack of understanding among students
about what it means to develop good char-
acter, and how having moral and courteous
habits can help students lead better lives. For
this reason, he instituted a character edu-
cation program that resulted in a significant
and immediate drop in disciplinary referrals.

Word about Principal Bill Parsons’ work
quickly spread, and his efforts became the
model for similar character education pro-
grams across the southeast. In addition to
speaking about his program across the coun-
try, Bill Parsons is now working to implement
a similar program that brings parents, teach-
ers, students, businesses, and community

leaders together to hammer home the mes-
sage: character really does count.

I salute Bill Parsons for his crusade to make
building good character a part of every child’s
education. I urge my colleagues in the Con-
gress to look to his example, and do every-
thing we can to support efforts such as his.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Hmong Youth Founda-
tion’s Fourth Annual Summer Festival. This
Festival is a successful answer in an effort to
provide Hmong Youth, many of whom are
challenged with language barriers, with oppor-
tunities to engage in fun, and educational ac-
tivities.

The Foundation was organized to give
Hmong Youth a place where students can
congregate as colleagues holding common
fears, hopes and goals. The primary objective
is to give students opportunities to excel in
academic pursuits and to award scholarships.
Before awarding scholarships, a strong after
school infrastructure must be developed to
provide a learning center and good environ-
ment. Many of the students come from eco-
nomically disadvantaged families due to the
fact that a majority of Hmong adults are un-
able to speak English. The result is that many
Hmong adults are unable to hold higher pay-
ing jobs.

Hmong youth are constantly challenged due
to the difficulties of social assimilation, lost op-
portunities and juvenile crime temptations. The
Hmong Youth Foundation seeks to give every
child the opportunity to succeed and overcome
negative obstacles. The Foundation pursues
every avenue available through collaboration
with other Hmong and Southeast refugee self-
help organizations, as well as non-Asian agen-
cies. The response has been very positive, as
the Foundation does not duplicate any existing
service provider’s intent.

Hmong students in Fresno County have ex-
celled in academic excellence and thus, have
received many accolades. Among them are
annual Hmong valedictorians in the Fresno
and Clovis Unified School Districts. The
Hmong Youth Foundation’s intent is to help as
many students as possible so that even great-
er success will follow.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the Hmong
Youth Foundation for its service to the com-
munity. I urge my colleagues to join me in
wishing the foundation many more years of
continued success.
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Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join
with the people of California’s 3rd Congres-
sional district to support the expansion of the
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